Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 91 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.087; data-to-parameter ratio = 26.8.
Experimental
Crystal data C 14 H 12 ClNO 2 M r = 261.70 Orthorhombic, P2 1 2 1 2 1 a = 9.6952 (4) Å b = 10.5671 (3) Å c = 24.3512 (8) Å V = 2494.78 (15) Å 3 Z = 8 Mo K radiation = 0.30 mm À1 T = 91 (2) K 0.80 Â 0.27 Â 0.18 mm
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2006) T min = 0.771, T max = 0.948 47170 measured reflections 8997 independent reflections 8334 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.038 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.034 wR(F 2 ) = 0.087 S = 1.05 8997 reflections 336 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.43 e Å À3 Á min = À0.26 e Å À3 Absolute structure: Flack (1983) , 3581 Friedel pairs Flack parameter: 0.59 (3) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2006); cell refinement: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2006) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) and TITAN2000 (Hunter & Simpson, 1999); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97, enCIFer (Allen et al., 2004) and PLATON (Spek, 2003). NA is grateful to the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan for financial support for a PhD programme. We also thank the University of Otago for purchase of the diffractometer.
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Comment
Benzanilides have important uses in organic synthesis (e.g. Zhichkin et al., 2007) and show biological activity (e.g. Igawa et al., 1999) .
The title compound, (I), crystallized as an inversion twin in the crystal studied with two independent molecules, A and B, in the asymmetric unit. Bond distances and angles within the molecules are normal (Allen et al., 1987) . Each molecule deviates slightly from planarity with dihedral angles between the two benzene rings of 11.92 (6)° for A and 12.80 (7)° for B.
In the crystal structure, N-H···O hydrogen bonds link molecules into chains along a (Table 1) 
Refinement
The crystal chosen was the smallest available without having to resort to potentially damaging cutting procedures.
The N-bound H atoms were located in a difference map and refined freely with isotropic displacememt parameters.
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-0.98Å) and refined as riding with U iso = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The crystal studied was an inversion twin with a 0.59 (3):0.41 (3) domain ratio. 
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